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Genealogical classification
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The Samoyedic languages

5

German: samojedische Sprachen

English: Samoyedic languages

Russian: самодийские языки

Finnish: samojedit kielet

Estonian: samojeedi keeled

Hungarian: szamojéd nyelvek

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samoyedic_languages
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Nomenclatue
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Exonym: old Exonym: new Endonyms

Yurak-Samoyed Nenets
ńenej ńenecʲɂ ‘real person‘
ńenej xasawa ‘real man’

Yenissei-Samoyed Enets
one enečeɂ ‘real person‘
somatu ‘having a cap‘

Tavgi-Samoyed Nganasan ńaa ‚(of) comrades, (of) fellow men‘

Ostyak-Samoyed Selkups
šöl’ qup ‘Taiga person‘
čumɨlqup
ťujqum

Kamas, Koibal Kamas, Koibal kaŋmaži

Mator Mator (Taigi, Karagas) modor
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Geographical and ecological taxonomy

• Enets (Yenisei Samoyed)

• Nganasan (Tavgi)

• Nenets (Yurak)
• Tundra Nenets, 

• Yurats (†)

• Forest Nenets

• Selkup (Ostyak Samoyed)

• Mator-Taigi-Karagas (†)

• Kamas (†)

Geographical
taxonomy

Northern Samoyedic 
people

Southern Samoyedic 
people

Ecological
taxonomy

Tundra
Samoyed

Forest
Samoyed

Mountain
Samoyed
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Traditional Taxonomy
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Proto-Samoyedic

Northern-Samoyedic Southern-Samoyedic

Nenets Enets Nganasan Selkup

Sayan-Samoyedic

Kamas Mator
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Alternative taxonomy I
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Janhunen (1998): 459
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Helimski’s classifiction (2005)
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Hungarian 14 000 000 Selkup 1 000

Finnish 5 300 000 Forest Nenets 700

Estonian 1 000 000 Lule Saami 700

Meadow Mari 360 000 South Saami 500

Udmurt 350 000 Kildin Saami 350

Erzya Mordvin 300 000 Lude 300

Komi-Zyrian 160 000 Inari Saami 250

Moksha Mordvin 150 000 Nganasan 150

Komi-Permyak 60 000 Skolt Saami 150

South Estonian 30 000 Ingrian 70

Karelian 25 000 Pite Saami 40

Tundra Nenets 25 000 Ter Saami 20

North Saami 20 000 Forest Enets 15

Hill Mari 20 000 Tundra Enets 10

Olonets Karelian 15 000 Ume Saami 5

Khanty 8 000 Vote 5

Veps 3 500 Akkala Saami 2

Mansi 1 005 Livonian, Kamassian, Mator 0
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Brief history of the Samoyedic people

• The history of the Samoyedic peoples started approx. 6000 years 
ago

• Separation of the Uralic original language

• As a result of territorial separation, the ancient Samoyed moved further 
east 

• They were therefore cut off from the Finno-Ugrians (territorially but also 
linguistically); marginal contact to the (Ob)-Ugrians (also Tungus and 
Turkic peoples had an influence on culture and language)

• Samoyed economy was based on hunting and fishing, they 
therefore obtained a nomadic or semi-nomadic lifestyle
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Brief history of the Samoyedic people

• The dissolution of Proto-Samoyed started 2000 years ago

• Underpinned by linguistic characteristics

• Dissolution into Northern Samoyed and Selkup, Kamas and Mator? 

• The classification of the Samoyedic language is not clear: was there a 
Southern Samoyed unit?

• Migration of the individual tribes: Selkups migrated the least far of all 
Samoyedic peoples 

• Siberia was conquered in the 16th-17th Century by the Russian Empire

• Selkups started paying taxes i that time

• Also since then: better documentation of the history of the area 
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Samoyeds as depicted by J.G. Georgi (1729–1802), member of
Pallas expeditions 1768–74

Samoyed man Samoyed woman from front Samoyed woman in summer
attire



Brief history of the Samoyedic people

• “Russification of the Ob”: fortifications such as Narym (1596) and Ket (1602); 
Tomsk (1604) were established

• Not much (military) violence, but diseases, e.g. smallpox caused great harm

• No genocide: the indigenous population should be taken peacefully and made 
taxpayers

• Formal missionary work: after baptism, one's own religion was often lived out

• But also: Russian immigration that came with a change of the way of life (e.g.
agriculture was introduced)

• Selkups (and Nenets) increased in number: in exchange for fur, the Selkups
received food and hunting tools → quality of life increased, and medical care 
also improved 
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A portrait of a Samoyed as depicted by Dutch artist and traveller Cornelius de Bruin
(Cornelis de Bruins Reizen over Moskovie, door Persie en Indie, Amsterdam, 1714)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages 16



A Samoyed man and woman
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A Samoyed settlement
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A Samoyed reindeer sledge
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Brief history of the Samoyedic people

Problems increased in the 20th century:
• Industrialization

• Russian immigration

• Exploitation of nature

• the GULAG system forced many indigenous peoples to move

• Change of politics

• Strong indoctrination and russification 

• Language usage of the small languages decreased

• End of nomadization: indigenous people were forced into settlements

• Impoverishment, alcoholism 

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Typical features of the Samoyedic languages

• Agglutination, but also flexion

• No articles

• Opposition of short and long phonemes

• Postpositions
• but also verbal prefixes in Selkup

• Consonant gradation (only in Nganasan)

• Nasal alternation (in Selkup)

• Converbal constructions 
• in Kammassian and Selkup

• no vowel harmony (though traces are found in Nganasan)

• only partial congruence (adjective attribute with noun)

21
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Grammatical descriptions and dictionaries on
the Samoyedic languages

Castrén, M.A. 1854. Grammatik der samojedischen Sprachen. 
Herausgegeben von Anton Schiefner, St. Petersburg, Kaiserliche 
Akademie der Wissenschaften.

Castrén, M.A. 1855. Wörterverzeichnisse aus den samojedischen 
Sprachen, Bearbeitet von Anton Schiefner, St. Petersburg, Kaiserliche 
Akademie der Wissenschaften.
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languages
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Nenets

23
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Nenets Autonomous 
Okrug

Yamalo-Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug
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Nenets varieties

Tundra Nenets
• Western dialectal group: 

• Kanin, 

• Kolguyev, 

• Malaya-Zemlya

• Central dialectal group
• Bolschaya-Zemlya

• Eastern dialectal group
• Ural

• Yamal

• Nadym, 
• Pur

• Tas

• Yenissei

Forest Nenets
• Agan

• Pur

• Lyamin

• Nadym

25
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Contact languages

Languages with the most extensive contact: 
• Russian (contact with fur traders since at least the 11th century AD)
• Komi
• (Northern) Khanty

Other contact languages: 
• Mansi (limited extent)
• Northern Selkup
• Enets (both Forest Enets and Tundra Enets)
• Evenki
• Ket
• Dolgan
• Nganasan

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The 
Samoyedic languages
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Nenets literacy
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• Written language exists since 1932 (with Cyrillic script since 1937)

„In the northern polar countries there were bears everywhere. The fearless
animals bravely roamed the great expanses of the Arctic or lived placidly
on the islands of the Arctic Ocean. Occasionally bears were discovered at
the mouths of the Siberian rivers. By floating on ice floes they reached the
Bering Sea, and a few years ago trappers caught a white bear in the Sea
of Okhotsk.” COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 

languages



Phoneme inventory

(following Nikolaeva 2014: chapter 2)
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Morphology of the verb

• Mood

• Tense

• Conjugation (subjective, objective and reflexive)

• Person and number of the subject (number of the object in the 
objective conjugation)

• An example for the use of different conjugations: 

(Nikolaeva 2014: example 42a)COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Morphology of the noun

• Number: singular, dual, plural

• Cases: nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, locative, ablative, 
prolative

• Possessive and predestinative

• An example for the use of the locative case in combination with a 
possessive suffix: 

(Nikolaeva 2014: example 11b)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Syntax

• The word order is fairly ridig SOV

• The subject is in nominative, the direct object in monotransitive 
clauses usually in accusative but sometimes also in nominative

• In ditransitive clauses, the direct object is flagged with accusative 
and the recipient with dative, see the following example: 

(Nikolaeva 2014: example 46a)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Traditional way of life

• Hunting, fishing, reindeer herding

• Keeping large herds of reindeer

• traditionally semi-nomadic

• winters are spent in the 
southern taiga

• in warm (mosquito-rich) 
summer months they migrate
to the coast of the Arctic Ocean

32

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictures/7631678.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictures/7631678.stm
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Changes in lifestyle

• The traditional way of life changed significantly due to technical 
innovations (motor boat, snowmobile, helicopter) or was completely 
lost

• Nowadays Samoyedic people live in both urban and rural settlements

• However, there are still nomadic families (approximately 5,000 
Nenets keep their traditional lifestyle)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Clothing

• The clothes are sewn from 
reindeer fur.

• The skins are cut using special 
iron tools

• The winter outer clothing is made 
like a fur coat, open in the front 
and has no hood

• Shoes are sewn from the solid fur 
of the reindeer legs

• The clothes are mainly/decorated 
with red, yellow, green and blue

34
http://russiatrek.org/blog/people/life-of-the-nenets-reindeer-herders-in-the-russian-north/
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Nenets music

Instrumental music was lost since the beginning of the 20 century →
predomination of vocal music

First phonographic recordings were made in 1911-1912 by T. Lehtisalo (published
in Väisanen 1965)

Genres:

• Epic songs

• Lyric songs – personal songs, drinking songs, choldren‘s songs usw.)

• Shamanic songs

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Movies
the Finnish film director Markku Lehmuskallio with his Nenets wife
Anastasia Lapsui has made several films about the life of the Nenets,
e.g.

• The Raven's Dance (1980)

• Seven Songs from the Tundra (1999)

41
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Learning Nenets

42
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Today's life (youtube videos)

• The white Moss (2017) by Vladimir Tumayev

• Yury Vella’s world 

• Nenets: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2UskKrcvSI&feature=related

43
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Sources and further readings

• Nikolaeva, Irina 2014. A Grammar of Tundra Nenets (Moutun 
Grammar Library 65). Berlin: De Gruyter.

• Salminen, Tapani 1998. Nenets. In Abondolo, Daniel (ed): The 
Uralic languages (Routledge Language Family Descriptions). 
London & New York: Routledge, 516–547.
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languages
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Enets
45

Enets language nest.
https://www.culture.ru/materials/50942/ischezayushie-narody-rossii-ency#material_51304-3

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages



46

Taymyr 
Autonomous 

Okrug
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Number of speakers and dialects

In the all Russian census, 227 people identified as Enets, 43 were 

counted as speakers of Enets.

The Enets language consists of two dialect groups: Forest Enets and 

Tundra Enets.

The main differences between the two dialects can be found with

regards to phonology/phonetics and lexicon. Forest Enets is the better 

described variant and the basis for the following slides.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Nomenclature

Formerly: Samoyed or Yenisei-Samoyed.

Alternatively, a name was used based on the Jasak collection points Chantai-
Karassiner and Baicha (Castrén 1854: VII).

Since the 1950s they adopted the name onai enčiʔ ‘real person’.

Before:

• Tundra Enents: somatu or they named themselves after their own clan.

• Forest Enents: people were named after their clan membership: mugadi, 
bai, juči or čor (the last two names are also used by the Nenets of the 
Taymyr peninsula).

49
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Contact languages and revitialisation

• Russian (the most dominant contact language since the 1950s)

• Tundra Nenets (the most dominat contact language before Russian)

• There was possible early contact with Ket, maybe also Northern Selkup.

There was no attestable linguistic contact with Evenki or Dolgans, even though
they were surrounded by them: most likely Gorvorka (a pidgin language) was used
in interethnic communication with non-Samoyedic peoples.

There have been repeated attempts to teach Enets again since the beginning of
the 1990s. In 2012 a language nest was established.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Phoneme inventory (Forest Enets in IPA)

(Siegl 2013: 83)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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Morphology of the noun

Number: singular, dual, plural

Case: nominative, genitive, accusative, lative, locative, ablative, prolative
(unproductive)

possession and predestination (marks the beneficent of an action)

An example for the use of the possessive declination, the direct object is
flagged with accusative but also with the possessive suffix for one
possessor (first person) and two possessed (dual):

(Siegl 2013: 70) COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Morphology of the verb

Three conjugations: subjective, objective and reflexive conjugation

Person and number: 1-3 person; singular, dual and plural

Tense and aspect: general past, perfect, distant past, future, anteriority in
the future, aorist (present tense reading with imperfective verbs, past
reading with perfective verbs)

Modus: imperative, hortative, necessative, interrogative, conditional,
speculative, assertative, assumptative, counterfactive and desiderative,
probabilative and potential

Evidentiality: auditive (refers to information obtained via indirect audible
evidence or by hearsay

An example for the use of the imperative mood:
(Siegl 2013: 279)COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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Syntax

Word order: SOV, head final

In transitive clauses, the subject is in nominative (or dropped), the 
object in accusative: 

In ditransitive clauses, the subject is in nominative (or dropped), the 
object in accusative, and the recipient in lative: 

(Siegl 2013: 349)

(Siegl 2013: 351)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Traditional way of life

The traditional economy is based on
hunting and fishing. No reindeer 
herding!

Today the Enets live in urban (Dudinka, 
Potapovo, Woronzowo) and rural
settlements.

There are no nomadic families left.

Clothing style is borrowed from either 
the Nganasan or the Nenets.

55

© Beáta Wagner-Nagy
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Clothing
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Traditional menswear. source: Традиционная одежда коренных народов Таймыра 2006.
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http://kontinentusa.com/malye-narody-rossii-ency/
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Traditional dwelling

58

Vasiljev 1963.
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http://arctika.info/narodyi/narodyi/enczyi
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Sources and further readings

Khanina, Olesya & Koryakov, Yuri & Shluinsky, Andrey. 2018. Enets in 
space and time: a case study in linguistic geography. Finnisch-
Ugrische Mitteilungen 42, 109–135.

Künnap, Ago 1999. Enets. München: Lincom Europa.

Mikola, Tibor 1995. Morphologisches Wörterbuch des Enzischen (= 
Studia Uralo-Altaica 36). Szeged.

Siegl, Florian. 2013. Materials on Forest Enets, an Indigenous 
Language of Northern Siberia. Suomalais-Ugrilaisen Seuran 
Toimituksia 267. Helsinki: Suomalais-Ugrilainen Seura.
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Nganasan
61
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Taymyr 
Autonomous 

Okrug
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Settlements where
Nganasan people can be 
found.
Wagner-Nagy 2019:  2,
design by Daniel Jettka
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• Nganasan ‘human, man’(following Prokofjev), 

• Tawgi < tau (in Enets), tawi (in Nenets)

• Self-designation: ńaa ’belonging to the circle of friends’

• Dialects:

• Avam: Pyasina, Taymyr

• Vadeyev

• Residential areas: Ust'-Avam, Volochanka, Dudinka, Novaya, Khatanga

• Speaker statistics: 
• 2002: 834 in total; 60% speak Nganasan as their mother tongue 

• 2010: 807, 125 in total speak Nganasan 

• The younger generation speaks almost no Nganasan (only 10-15%)
64

Nomenclature
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Contact languages and literacy

Contact languages: Nenets, Enets, Dolgan, Evenki, Russian

Russian colonization began in the 17th century, effects became 
noticable much later (after the october revolution)

Hardly any Nganasans were christened

Literacy: the first official orthography was developed in 1986 by 
Natalya Tereshenko (inconsistent, not widely used) based on the 
cyrillic alphabet

This orthography has been revised in 1992, the use of this orthography 
is not compulsory

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Grammars of Nganasan
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Phoneme inventory (in IPA)

additionally two diphtongs: /i͡a/ and /u͡a/

- with an allophones [u a͡] and [ɨ͡a]

•There are long vowels (ii, aa etc.): čiimi ‚fathom‘ ~ čimi ‚tooth‘

•There are no geminates

•Stress: primary stress fall on the penultimate syllable Following Wagner-Nagy 2019: chapter 2
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Morphophonological processes

Nganasan is very rich in morphophonological processes, most of them are induced 
by suffixation.

The most important ones are: 

• Consonant gradation: Nganasan gradation is the combination of two processes: 
Rhythmic Gradation and Syllabic Gradation.

• Suffix alternation: Suffix alternation (formerly vowel harmony) operates on the 
morphologically complex word; this distinction originates in a historical front–
back opposition (i.e. palato-velar harmony), which has by now totally been 
obscured. 

• Suffix assimilation

• Palatalization

• Deletion
COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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Nominal morphology ─ nouns
Nouns are inflected for  

• case: nominative, accusative, genitive, lative-dative, locative-instrumental, ablative-
elative and prolative

• number: singular, dual and plural

• Possession: possessive suffixes mark the person and number of the possessor as 
well as the person and number of the possessed entity.

Two examples for the use of several cases and possessive suffixes:

(examples are taken from the NLC corpus)
COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages 69



Nominal morphology ─ adjectives

Only the three grammatical cases (Nominative, Accusative, Genitive) appear on
adjectives.

The head and the modifier only agree partially: if the head is in an oblique case, the
adjective is in Genitive.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Verbal morphology

3 conjugation types: subjective, objective and reflexive (agree with the subject in 
person and number and can agree with the object in number)

Tense: aorist, past, pluperfect, general future, immediate future and future in the 
past

Mood: indicative, imperative, admonitive, optative, interrogative (incl. 
interrogative-iterative), inferential (or inferative), reportative (incl. interrogative-
reportative), irrealis, dubitative, necessitative, speculative and abessive 

Two examples illustrating the use of different moods and tenses:

(examples are taken from the NLC corpus) COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
languages
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Syntax

Nganasan is a non-rigid head-final SOV language.

The actual word order of the sentence primarily depends on the information 
structure of the clause: The basic word order of the sentence can be changed if a 
constituent moves into topic position.

Structure of NPs: (det)-(num/quant)-(adj)-noun.

Note: Nganasan obtains a habeo verb: honsɨ ‘to have’

bənsə-gəj nɨ-j           hon-tɨ-gəj
all-DU woman-PL.ACC  have-AOR-3DU
‘Both of them have a wife.’

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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Lifestyle

Traditional: semi-nomadic

Hunting: reindeer, arctic fox, etc.

Fishing

Today: in villages or cities

74© Sándor Szeverényi
© Sándor SzeverényiCOPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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Forms of transport

75

Sledge for images of gods

Sledge for food

Sledge for tent cover

Sledges for cooking and eating utensils and 
tent poles

© Momde 1992
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Clothing

• Women: without hood

• Men: with a hood

• Boots: special in Siberia

• Colors: red, black, brown white

© Beáta Wagner-Nagy
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Nganasan underwear
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Clothes of Shamans and shaman drum

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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Folklore

very rich: it includes heroic epics, shaman rituals and lyric songs as well as tales
and stories

• siteby: epic songs, in which spoken and sung parts follow one another

• dyurymy: epistemic tales and stories about a wide range of topics of differing
length

• baly: a song

• kejŋeirsya: allegorical song

Instruments: idiophones – shaman drums, bells and rattles; aerophones (magic
funktions); chordophones – „heavenly bow“ and zither with two strings.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 
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80
January 10th, 2013, page 3

Media 
coverage
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Sources and further readings

Helimski, Eugen 1998. Nganasan. In Abondolo, Daniel (ed.): The Uralic Languages, 480–515. 
London: Routledge.
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Corpora

Brykina, Maria, Valentin Gusev, Sándor Szeverényi & Beáta Wagner-Nagy 2018. 
Nganasan Spoken Language Corpus (NSLC) (NSLC). Archived in Hamburger 
Zentrum für Sprachkorpora. Version 0.2. Available online at 
http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-C6F2-8.
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Selkup
83
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Tomsk Oblast
Krasnoyarsk Krai
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• Selkup in the North, soskum or sjussogum at the river Ob (South dialect)

• Dialects:

Speaker statistics

• 1989: a total of 3,621; 47.6% speak Selkupian as their mother tongue

• 2002: 4,249 in total; about 38% speak Selkup

• 2010: 3527 in total; 1023 speak Selkup

Nomenclature
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Dialectal differences (lexical)
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English North Selkup Central Selkup South Selkup

egg eŋ ńaabɨ keqäj, ńaabɨ

small kɨpa kɨba ńuńo

old woman imaqota paja, ima paja

nose ɨntelʲ puč, pučče puťťe
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Research history and literacy

The first Selkup language monument was probably recorded by Nicolaas Witsen 
in the 17th century: the Lord's Prayer

The first Selkup books were missionary literature

The first ABC book was published by Grigorovskij in 1879

Note: all of them are translations! No original Selkup literature was written or
transcribed from folklore.

No independent Selkup literature

Folklore has been handed down orally - several large collections by researchers
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Contact languages

Selkup was used as lingua franca up until the 19th century on the rivers Ob and 

Yenissei for Selkup, Evenki, Khanty and Ket

Contact languages: 

• Khanty, Ket: the languages on the Yenissei river

• Evenki, Chulym

• Russian since the 18th century
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Phoneme inventory (of Northern Selkup)

Following Kuznecova et al. 1980: 120
COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 

languages
89



Morphology of the verb

Structure of the word: stem + derivational suffix + tempus/mood suffix + personal 
ending

Tense: present, past, pluperfect, future

Aspect: Imperfective – perfective

Voice: transitive – intransitive

Modes of conjugation: subjective - objective (no reflexive conjugation!)

Mood: Indicative, latentive (narrative), conditional, conjunctive, optative, debitive, 
auditive, imperative

Infinitve verb forms: infinitve, participles (present, past, debitiv, caritiv), converbs, 
supine
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An example for the use of some derivational verbal suffixes (frequentative, inchoative) and the 
past reportative: 

elʼmad-e-lʼika ču-re-le-mba. amba-d enne wašedʼi-mba.
child-EP-DIM cry-FRQ-INCH-PST.REP.3SG mother-POSS.3SG up rise-PST.REP.3SG

‘The baby started crying. Its mother got up at once.’

(ChDN_1983_MistressOfFire_flk.016-017, Central Selkup: Vasyugan); the example is taken 
from the SLC corpus
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Morphology of the noun

Structure of the words: stem + derivational suffix + number suffix + 
case suffix + possessive suffix

Number: singular, dual, plural and a collective form

Cases: the case system depends on the dialect! 
• Nominative, genitive, accusative, dative/allative, lative, locative (animate and 

inanimate in Central and Southern Selkup), Ablative (animate and inanimate), 
prolative, instrumental, coordinative, translative

Possession: only number and person of the possessor are encoded, not 
of the possessum
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An example for the use of the illative (Northern Selkup)

An direct object flagged with accusative (Northern Selkup)
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Syntax

dominant: SOV; AdjN; GenN; DetN; NumN

Subject and predicate are usually congurent.

Adjective and nouns are only partly congruent.

Negation: There are three particles used for negating a sentence (ašša, ɨkɨ, čääŋka
(čää)), a negative existential verb and an inherent negative verb. (see Wagner-
Nagy 2015 for Negation in Selkup)
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Example clauses

An affirmative and a negative sentence:

A ditranstive clause:
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Speech sample
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Lifestyle
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Traditional: semi-nomadic, but settled early

Hunting: reindeer, arctic fox, etc.

Fishing (very important)

Reindeer breeding

Today: settled in villages or cities

Agriculture

© Alexandre Arkhipov
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Religious beliefs

Shamanism, belief in the soul (the man has three souls)

Animism

Personal protective idols (protecting against evil spirits, must be fed)

Christianization in the north is superficial, in the south it is almost completely

integrated (interplay of religions)
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Selkup music

Several phonograms were preserved on wax cylinders by Anučin 1908, Suslov
1914, Karger 1928 (St. Petersburg); recordings from 1970s

Shamanic, mythoepic and lyric traditions (NB: personal songs of shamans)

Just like in Nenets, instrumental music was lost.
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Tradiotional dwelling: Earth hut (only the 
Selkups did have such huts)
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Sources and further readings

Bekker, Ė.G. and Alitkina, L.A. and Bykonja, V.V. and Il’jašenko, I.A. (1995) 
Морфология селькупского языка, южные дмалекты, Часть 1–2. Tomsk: 
Tomskij gosud. pedinstitut.

Bykonja, V.V. and Kuznecova, N.G. and Maksimova, N.P. (2005) Селькупско-
русский диалектный словарь, Tomsk: Izd. Tomskogo gos. universiteta.

Erdély, I. (1969) Selkupisches Wörterverzeichnis (Tas Dialekt), Budapest: 
Akadémiai Kiadó.

Grigorovskij, N. P. (1879) Aзбука сюссогой гулани. Kazan’. (Faksimile edition by 
P. Hajdú, 1973).

Helimski, Eugen (1998) ‘Selkup’ in D. Abondolo (ed.) The Uralic Languages, 
London & New York: Routledge, 548–579.
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Kuz’mina, A.I (1974) Грамматика селькупского языка. Часть I: Селькупы и их 
язык. Учебное пособие. Novosibirsk.

Kuznecova, A.I., E.A. Helimski [Xelimskij], and Gruškina, E.V. (1980) Очерки по 
селькупскому языку: Тазовский диалект, vol. 1, Mosсow: Moscow 
University Press

Prokof’ev, G.N. (1935) Селькупская (остяко-самоедская) грамматика. 
Leningrad: Izd. Inst. Narodov Severa CIK SSSR.

Tučkova, N.A. (2006) Bibliographia Selkupica. Библиографический указатель по 
истории, культуре и языку селькупов, Tomsk: Izd. Tomskogo gos. 
universiteta.

Wagner-Nagy, B. (2015) ‘Negation in Selkup’ in In M. Miestamo and A. Tamm and 
B. Wagner-Nagy (eds) Negation in Uralic languages (Typological Studies in 
Language 108). Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 133–158.
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Corpora 

Budzisch, J. and Harder, A. and Wagner-Nagy, B. (2019) Selkup Language Corpus 
(SLC). Archived in Hamburger Zentrum für Sprachkorpora. 
https://corpora.uni-hamburg.de/hzsk/de/islandora/object/spoken-corpus:slc-
1.0.0

Brykina, Maria; Orlova, Svetlana; Wagner-Nagy, Beáta. 2020. INEL Selkup Corpus. 
Version 1.0. Publication date 2020-06-30. Archived in Hamburger Zentrum für 
Sprachkorpora. http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-E1D5-A. In: Wagner-
Nagy, Beáta; Arkhipov, Alexandre; Ferger, Anne; Jettka, Daniel; Lehmberg, 
Timm (eds.). The INEL corpora of indigenous Northern Eurasian languages.

Available online: https://inel.corpora.uni-hamburg.de/SelkupCorpus/search
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Kamassian
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General information

Kamassian is no longer used: the last speaker, Klavdija 
Plotnikova, died in 1989.

Nevertheless, the language is rather well documented, 
namely by the following researchers:

• Grammars and word lists by M. A. Castrén

• Materials collected by Kai Donner (mostly edited 
and published by Aulis Joki)

• Ago Künnap

• A. K. Matveev

• Gerson Klumpp
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A.K. Matveev and Klavdija 

Plotnikova in 1963(?) in 

Abalakova

(Matveeva 2015: 272)
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A script from E-Learning course „Kamas“ by 
Gerson Klumpp

https://www.infuse.finnougristik.uni-muenchen.de/e-learning/kamas/o1_kamas.pdf

(research history, lexicon, phonology, morphology, syntax)
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Sources and further readings

Donner, Kai 1926. Bei den Samojeden in Sibirien. Stuttgart: Strecker & Schröder.)

Donner, Kai 1932. Samojedische Wörterverzeichnisse, gesammelt und neu 
herausgegeben. MSFOu 64. Helsinki: SUS.

Donner, Kai 1944. Kamassisches Wörterbuch. S. Joki, Aulis J. (ed.).

Künnap, Ago 1999. Kamass. Languages of the World/Materials 185. Lincom 
Europa. München & Newcastle.
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Corpus

Gusev, Valentin; Klooster, Tiina; Wagner-Nagy, Beáta. 2019. "INEL Kamas 
Corpus." Version 1.0. Publication date 2019-12-15. 
http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-DA6E-9. Archived in Hamburger 
Zentrum für Sprachkorpora. In: Wagner-Nagy, Beáta; Arkhipov, Alexandre; 
Ferger, Anne; Jettka, Daniel; Lehmberg, Timm (eds.). The INEL corpora of 
indigenous Northern Eurasian languages.

Online search: https://inel.corpora.uni-hamburg.de/KamasCorpus/search
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Mator
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The last speaker died around 1840.

Mator was spoken in southern Siberia, east of the Yenisei.

The Mator led a nomadic lifestyle.

Grammar compiled by Eugene Helimski 1997: Die matorische Sprache:
Wörterverzeichnis – Grundzüge der Grammatik – Sprachgeschichte (= Studia
uralo-altaica 41). Szeged: University of Szeged.
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Language area 
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Morphology of the noun

Number: singular, dual, plural

Case: nominative, genitive, accusative, lative, locative (maybe ablative and 
prolative)

Possession existis

Adjectives:

- No agreement with the noun
- No morphological marked comparison
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Morphology of the verb

Person: in the available data, there is only evidence for first and third person
singular

Tense: presents, future/optative(?), past

Mood: indicative, imperative, interrogative
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Genereal Sources
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-4584172/The-Siberian-Nenets-tribe-
survive-50C-climate.html

By Kaidor - Own workData sources:OpenStreetMap data (via gis-lab.info [1], [2]) vectorized 
with NextGIS (fork of QGIS) and edited with Inkscape., CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=39708158

Janhunen, Juha 1998. Samoyedic. In: Abondolo, Daniel (ed.): The Uralic languages. London: 
Routlege, p. 459. 

Okno v mifologičeskoe vremja. Sibirskij Šamanizm XIX-XXI vv. Moskau: Trilistnik, 2003.

Tradicii, soxranennye vekami: Unikal’nye kollekcii fondov etnografičeskogo muzeja „Torum 
Maa“. Katalog. Chanti-Mansijsk 2005.

Gemujev, I.N., Molodin, V.I., Sokolova Z.P (Hg.) 2005: Narody Zapadnoj Sibiri. Moskva: Nauka.
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