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Genealogical classification
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The Samoyedic languages

German: samojedische Sprachen
English: Samoyedic languages
Russian: CaMoaUNCKMNE A3bIKK
Finnish: samojedit kielet
Estonian: samojeedi keeled
Hungarian: | szamojéd nyelvek

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samoyedic_languages
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Nomenclatue

nenej rienec’> ‘real person’

Yurak-Samoyed Nenets L. . ,
nenej xasawa ‘real man
Yenissei-Samoyed Enets one enefep real pers?n
somatu ‘having a cap
Tavgi-Samoyed Nganasan naa ,(of) comrades, (of) fellow men’
s6l’ qup ‘Taiga person’
Ostyak-Samoyed Selkups cumilqup
tujgum
Kamas, Koibal Kamas, Koibal kanmaZi
Mator Mator (Taigi, Karagas) modor

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages 6



Geographical and ecological taxonomy

Geographical Ecological
taxonomy ® Enets (Yenisei Samoyed) ~ taxonomy
® Nganasan (Tavgi)
Northern Samoyedic e Nenets (YU ra k) ;:rl:i:a .
le ye
peop * Tundra Nenets,

* Yurats (1)
* Forest Nenets

* Selkup (Ostyak Samoyed) Forest

* Mator-Taigi-Karagas () Samoyed
e Kamas ()
Southern Samoyedic g/lountaijn
amoye

people
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Traditional Taxonomy

Proto-Samoyedic

/\

Northern-Samoyedic Southern-Samoyedic

T~

Sayan-Samoyedic

Nenets Enets Nganasan Selkup Kamas Mator
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Alternative taxonomy |

Proto-Samoyedic

Nganasan Enets Nenets Selkup Kamas - Malor

Janhunen (1998): 459
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Helimski’s classifiction (2005)

PROTO-SAMOIEDISCH
_,—'-*"_'____F_ -H-_H-\"'*\-\.
_,———‘__-F_ -H-_""--..\_\_
e —
Primiire Einheiten *SELE. *EAMASS. MATOR.  *NENZ -ENZ. *NGAN.
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Selundire Einheifen | NOBRDSAMOIEDISCH |
{Zait der Migrationen)
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A
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Appr. Number of

speakers

Hungarian
Finnish

Estonian
Meadow Mari
Udmurt

Erzya Mordvin
Komi-Zyrian
Moksha Mordvin
Komi-Permyak
South Estonian
Karelian

Tundra Nenets
North Saami

Hill Mari
Olonets Karelian
Khanty

Veps

Mansi

14 000 000
5300 000
1 000 000

360 000
350 000
300 000
160 000
150 000
60 000
30 000
25 000
25 000
20 000
20 000
15 000
8 000
3500
1005

Selkup
Forest Nenets
Lule Saami
South Saami
Kildin Saami
Lude

Inari Saami
Nganasan
Skolt Saami
Ingrian

Pite Saami
Ter Saami
Forest Enets
Tundra Enets
Ume Saami
Vote

Akkala Saami

Livonian, Kamassian, Mator

1000
700
700
500
350
300
250
150
150

70
40
20
15
10

o N U1 U



Brief history of the Samoyedic people

The history of the Samoyedic peoples started approx. 6000 years
ago
Separation of the Uralic original language

As a result of territorial separation, the ancient Samoyed moved further
east

They were therefore cut off from the Finno-Ugrians (territorially but also
linguistically); marginal contact to the (Ob)-Ugrians (also Tungus and
Turkic peoples had an influence on culture and language)

Samoyed economy was based on hunting and fishing, they
therefore obtained a nomadic or semi-nomadic lifestyle



Brief history of the Samoyedic people

- The dissolution of Proto-Samoyed started 2000 years ago
- Underpinned by linguistic characteristics
- Dissolution into Northern Samoyed and Selkup, Kamas and Mator?

The classification of the Samoyedic language is not clear: was there a
Southern Samoyed unit?

Migration of the individual tribes: Selkups migrated the least far of all
Samoyedic peoples

Siberia was conquered in the 16t-17t Century by the Russian Empire
Selkups started paying taxes i that time
Also since then: better documentation of the history of the area



Samoyeds as depicted by J.G. Georgi (1729-1802), member of
Pallas expeditions 1768—74
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Brief history of the Samoyedic people

- “Russification of the Ob”: fortifications such as Narym (1596) and Ket (1602);
Tomsk (1604) were established

- Not much (military) violence, but diseases, e.g. smallpox caused great harm

No genocide: the indigenous population should be taken peacefully and made
taxpayers

Formal missionary work: after baptism, one's own religion was often lived out

But also: Russian immigration that came with a change of the way of life (e.g.
agriculture was introduced)

Selkups (and Nenets) increased in number: in exchange for fur, the Selkups
received food and hunting tools - quality of life increased, and medical care
also improved



A portrait of a Samoyed as depicted by Dutch artist and traveller Cornelius de Bruin
(Cornelis de Bruins Reizen over Moskovie, door Persie en Indie, Amsterdam, 1714)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages
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A Samoyed man and woman
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A Samoyed settlement
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A Samoyed reindeer sledge
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Brief history of the Samoyedic people

Problems increased in the 20th century:

« Industrialization

« Russian immigration

- Exploitation of nature

- the GULAG system forced many indigenous peoples to move

- Change of politics

- Strong indoctrination and russification

- Language usage of the small languages decreased
End of nomadization: indigenous people were forced into settlements
Impoverishment, alcoholism



Typical features of the Samoyedic languages

e Agglutination, but also flexion
* No articles
* Opposition of short and long phonemes

* Postpositions
* but also verbal prefixes in Selkup

* Consonant gradation (only in Nganasan)
* Nasal alternation (in Selkup)

* Converbal constructions
* in Kammassian and Selkup

* no vowel harmony (though traces are found in Nganasan)
* only partial congruence (adjective attribute with noun)



Grammatical descriptions and dictionaries on
the Samoyedic languages

Castrén, M.A. 1854. Grammatik der samojedischen Sprachen.
Herausgegeben von Anton Schiefner, St. Petersburg, Kaiserliche
Akademie der Wissenschaften.

Castrén, M.A. 1855. Woérterverzeichnisse aus den samojedischen
Sprachen, Bearbeitet von Anton Schiefner, St. Petersburg, Kaiserliche
Akademie der Wissenschaften.



Nenets
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Nenets varieties

Tundra Nenets

e Western dialectal group:
* Kanin,
* Kolguyev,
* Malaya-Zemlya
e Central dialectal group
* Bolschaya-Zemlya

* Eastern dialectal group
e Ural
* Yamal
* Nadym,
* Pur
* Tas
* Yenissei

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages

Forest Nenets
® Agan
® Pur
® Lyamin
®* Nadym
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Contact languages

Languages with the most extensive contact:
® Russian (contact with fur traders since at least the 11th century AD)
® Komi
® (Northern) Khanty

Other contact languages:

Mansi (limited extent)

Northern Selkup

Enets (both Forest Enets and Tundra Enets)
Evenki

Ket

Dolgan

Nganasan

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The
Samoyedic languages
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Nenets literacy
* Written language exists since 1932 (with Cyrillic script since 1937)

Teupsa Hrapm’ HAHIBI AXAa'HA XAHAPHHA BApK TaMHa HroKallb.
Xapepnaaii' capMHKIUA' HMCHL NHH' ApKTHKA' naraysHa cap-
BbIpHraub, neiao" ceiurrock’ Cescpuoit JlegosuToi okean’
Hroxo'na wieus. Baambow® papx’ Cubupb ecu’ Ha'aexa'ma
nraaudepuerst’. Canabaxa’na sapk’ bepunros sama epebepuetst’,
can no’ Taxana wrawu' xavcHa' OXOTCKOH sMraHa c3p’ Bapkm
Xaaau.

,In the northern polar countries there were bears everywhere. The fearless
animals bravely roamed the great expanses of the Arctic or lived placidly
on the islands of the Arctic Ocean. Occasionally bears were discovered at
the mouths of the Siberian rivers. By floating on ice floes they reached the

Bering Sea, and a few years ago trappers caught a white bear in the Sea

W ) . ) e .
Of OkhOtSk COPIUS Introductlontlangrj:gceSStudles The Samoyedic




Phoneme inventory

labial velar glottal
non-palatalized palatalized dental palatal long short over-short reduced
nasals m m’ n n’ n high ia iu
stops voiceless p p’ t t' k q/h mid e 0
voiced b b’ d d’ low & a a ©
affricates c ’
fricatives 5 d X
glides w v
laterals 1 1
trills r r

(following Nikolaeva 2014: chapter 2)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages



Morphology of the verb

Mood
Tense
Conjugation (subjective, objective and reflexive)

Person and number of the subject (number of the object in the
objective conjugation)

An example for the use of different conjugations:

Wera yewey®-m plire, man™ npan'th nam°la-w®
Wera fish.soup-ACC cook | more  eat15G = SG.OBJ
‘Wera cooked a soup and [ ate it.’

(Nikolaeva 2014: example 4:Qlal)57 Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic ”

languages



Morphology of the noun

Number: singular, dual, plural

Cases: nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, locative, ablative,
prolative

Possessive and predestinative

An example for the use of the locative case in combination with a
possessive suffix:

xada-xana-n'i yil'ea-d°m

grandmother-LOC-1SG  live-15G

‘1 live at my grandmother’s.’
(Nikolaeva 2014: example 11b)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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Syntax

The word order is fairly ridig SOV

The subject is in nominative, the direct object in monotransitive
clauses usually in accusative but sometimes also in nominative

In ditransitive clauses, the direct object is flagged with accusative
and the recipient with dative, see the following example:

xasawa n'ex"nia fi-m minga
man woman-DAT.35G  reindeer-ACC  give
‘The man gave his wife a reindeer.’

(Nikolaeva 2014: example 46a)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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Traditional way of life

- Hunting, fishing, reindeer herding
- Keeping large herds of reindeer
- traditionally semi-nomadic

winters are spent in the

southern taiga

in warm (mosquito-rich)
summer months they migrate
to the coast of the Arctic Ocean

LA Tt

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hifin_pictures/7631678.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hifin_pictures/7631678.stm

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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Changes in lifestyle

- The traditional way of life changed significantly due to technical
innovations (motor boat, snowmobile, helicopter) or was completely
lost

- Nowadays Samoyedic people live in both urban and rural settlements

- However, there are still nomadic families (approximately 5,000
Nenets keep their traditional lifestyle)



Clothing

 The clothes are sewn from
reindeer fur.

« The skins are cut using special
iron tools

« The winter outer clothing is made
like a fur coat, open in the front
and has no hood

« Shoes are sewn from the solid fur
of the reindeer legs

 The clothes are mainly/decorated
with red, yellow, green and blue

COPIUS - Introductionto
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Nenets music

Instrumental music was lost since the beginning of the 20 century -
predomination of vocal music

First phonographic recordings were made in 1911-1912 by T. Lehtisalo (published
in Vaisanen 1965)

Genres:
Epic songs
Lyric songs — personal songs, drinking songs, choldren’s songs usw.)

Shamanic songs



Movies

the Finnish film director Markku Lehmuskallio with his Nenets wife
Anastasia Lapsui has made several films about the life of the Nenets,

e.g.

« The Raven's Dance (1980)
« Seven Songs from the Tundra (1999)

41



Learning Nenets

Irina Nikolaeva
A GRAMMAR OF
The Russian-Nenets TUNDRA NENETS

HEHEIIKO- Audio Phrasebook

PYCCKHH

CAOBAPD

PYCCKO-
HEHEILKMH
(JIECHOH JIHAJIEKT)

>
$
:
:
bl
3
9
3
:
O
g
3
-
B
:
3
2
=
§

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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Today's life (youtube videos)

* The white Moss (2017) by Vladimir Tumayev

* Yury Vella’s world

* Nenets: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2UskKrcvSI&feature=related

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVKnN-9czbk&ab_channel=FenixPictures
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBNv3Ks7ovs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2UskKrcvSI&feature=related

Sources and further readings

Nikolaeva, Irina 2014. A Grammar of Tundra Nenets (Moutun
Grammar Library 65). Berlin: De Gruyter.

Salminen, Tapani 1998. Nenets. In Abondolo, Daniel (ed): The
Uralic languages (Routledge Language Family Descriptions).
London & New York: Routledge, 516-547.



Enets

Enets language nest.
https://www.culture.ru/materials/50942/ischezayushie-narody-rossii-ency#fmaterial_51304-3 45
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Number of speakers and dialects

In the all Russian census, 227 people identified as Enets, 43 were
counted as speakers of Enets.

The Enets language consists of two dialect groups: Forest Enets and
Tundra Enets.

The main differences between the two dialects can be found with
regards to phonology/phonetics and lexicon. Forest Enets is the better
described variant and the basis for the following slides.



Nomenclature

Formerly: Samoyed or Yenisei-Samoyed.

Alternatively, a name was used based on the Jasak collection points Chantai-
Karassiner and Baicha (Castrén 1854: VII).

Since the 1950s they adopted the name onai enci? ‘real person’.

Before:
 Tundra Enents: somatu or they named themselves after their own clan.

* Forest Enents: people were named after their clan membership: mugadi,
bai, juci or cor (the last two names are also used by the Nenets of the
Taymyr peninsula).



Contact languages and revitialisation

* Russian (the most dominant contact language since the 1950s)
* Tundra Nenets (the most dominat contact language before Russian)
* There was possible early contact with Ket, maybe also Northern Selkup.

There was no attestable linguistic contact with Evenki or Dolgans, even though
they were surrounded by them: most likely Gorvorka (a pidgin language) was used
in interethnic communication with non-Samoyedic peoples.

There have been repeated attempts to teach Enets again since the beginning of
the 1990s. In 2012 a language nest was established.



Phoneme inventory (Forest Enets in IPA)

FRONT | BACK
LARIAL | DENTAL | ALVEOLAR | POSTAIVECOLAR | PALATAL | VELAR | GLOTTAL

PLOSIVE (UNVOICED) p t tf k ? HIGH i u

PLOSIVE (VOICED) b, (b) d. d g CLOSE-MID = "

NASAL m 1, 1¥ ] OPEN-MID £

TRILL 1., (1) LOW i

FRICATIVE ) . T =

APPRONIMANT ]

LATERAL-APPRONIMANT LU

(Siegl 2013: 83)



Morphology of the noun

Number: singular, dual, plural

Case: nominative, genitive, accusative, lative, locative, ablative, prolative
(unproductive)

possession and predestination (marks the beneficent of an action)

An example for the use of the possessive declination, the direct object is
flagged with accusative but also with the possessive suffix for one
possessor (first person) and two possessed (dual):

mud  Fidi  te-xun kada-d’?
156G two remdeer-raccou.lse  kll-1sG
‘I killed two reindeer of mine .’

(Siegl 2013: 70)



Morphology of the verb

Three conjugations: subjective, objective and reflexive conjugation
Person and number: 1-3 person; singular, dual and plural

Tense and aspect: general past, perfect, distant past, future, anteriority in
the future, aorist (present tense reading with imperfective verbs, past
reading with perfective verbs)

Modus: imperative, hortative, necessative, interrogative, conditional,
speculative, assertative, assumptative, counterfactive and desiderative,
probabilative and potential

Evidentiality: auditive (refers to information obtained via indirect audible
evidence or by hearsay

?‘G-i"ﬂ?
An example for the use of the imperative mood: comene.2rL
“Yall come’ (Siegl 2013: 279)



Syntax

Word order: SOV, head final

In transitive clauses, the subject is in nominative (or dropped), the
object in accusative:

tu-cai kirba o-ma-d
fat-coM  bread;, ., eat-RES-1sG
‘T ate bread with fat.” [NKB IV 118]  (Siegl 2013: 349)

In ditransitive clauses, the subject is in nominative (or dropped), the
object in accusative, and the recipient in lative:

sdsur? sdsur? kari? terik  enci-t mi-ku-ina-t
fox[ Accr] fﬂx[.-'u:l:.:-rL] ﬁsh[_itc_l] rich man-LAT.5G  give-DUR-PL 1PL-PST
‘Foxes, foxes, fish, we gave them to the rich man ~ [ANP Flood] (Siegl 2013: 351)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages

54



Traditional way of life

The traditional economy is based on
hunting and fishing. No reindeer
herding!

Today the Enets live in urban (Dudinka,
Potapovo, Woronzowo) and rural
settlements.

There are no nomadic families left.

Clothing style is borrowed from either
the Nganasan or the Nenets.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 55
languages



Clothing

Traditional menswear. source: TpagnuMOHHaA oaeXaa KOpeHHbIX Hapoaos Tarmblipa 2006.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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http://kontinentusa.com/malye-narody-rossii-ency/

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages
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Traditional dwelling

s = Vasiliev 1963.
—_ : e CQPILE;Intfbﬁdéﬂgg@iﬂ_@licStudies-TheSamoyedic
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http://arctika.info/narodyi/narodyi/enczyi

59
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Sources and further readings

Khanina, Olesya & Koryakov, Yuri & Shluinsky, Andrey. 2018. Enets in
space and time: a case study in linguistic geography. Finnisch-
Ugrische Mitteilungen 42, 109-135.

Kinnap, Ago 1999. Enets. Miinchen: Lincom Europa.

Mikola, Tibor 1995. Morphologisches Worterbuch des Enzischen (=
Studia Uralo-Altaica 36). Szeged.

Siegl, Florian. 2013. Materials on Forest Enets, an Indigenous
Language of Northern Siberia. Suomalais-Ugrilaisen Seuran
Toimituksia 267. Helsinki: Suomalais-Ugrilainen Seura.



Nganasan

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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Settlements where
Nganasan people can be
found.

Wagner-Nagy 2019: 2,
design by Daniel Jettka




Nomenclature

* Nganasan ‘human, man’(following Prokofjev),

Tawgi < tau (in Enets), tawi (in Nenets)

Self-designation: naa ’belonging to the circle of friends’

Dialects:
 Avam: Pyasina, Taymyr
* Vadeyev

Residential areas: Ust'-Avam, Volochanka, Dudinka, Novaya, Khatanga

» Speaker statistics:

* 2002: 834 in total; 60% speak Nganasan as their mother tongue
* 2010: 807, 125 in total speak Nganasan
* The younger generation speaks almost no Nganasan (only 10-15%)



Contact languages and literacy

Contact languages: Nenets, Enets, Dolgan, Evenki, Russian

Russian colonization began in the 17th century, effects became
noticable much later (after the october revolution)

Hardly any Nganasans were christened

Literacy: the first official orthography was developed in 1986 by
Natalya Tereshenko (inconsistent, not widely used) based on the
cyrillic alphabet

This orthography has been revised in 1992, the use of this orthography
is not compulsory



Grammars of Nganasan
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Phoneme inventory (in IPA)

Front Central Back

unrounded rounded unrounded unrounded rounded

Close i y i u
Mid ¢ 2 0
Open a

Bilabial | Dental | Alveolar| Palatal | Velar | Glottal
Plosive [pl b t [d] c Flkgl|2?
Nasal m n n ]
Trill r
Fricative 31 s s x
Approximant J
Lateral approximant l v

additionally two diphtongs: /ia/ and /ta/
- with an allophones [(a] and [ia]

*There are long vowels (ii, aa etc.): ¢iimi ,fathom’ ~ ¢imi ,tooth’

*There are no geminates

*Stress: primary stress fall on the penultimate syllable

Following Wagner-Nagy 2019: chapter 2
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Morphophonological processes

Nganasan is very rich in morphophonological processes, most of them are induced
by suffixation.

The most important ones are:

Consonant gradation: Nganasan gradation is the combination of two processes:
Rhythmic Gradation and Syllabic Gradation.

Suffix alternation: Suffix alternation (formerly vowel harmony) operates on the
morphologically complex word; this distinction originates in a historical front—

back opposition (i.e. palato-velar harmony), which has by now totally been
obscured.

Suffix assimilation
Palatalization
Deletion



Nominal morphology — nouns

Nouns are inflected for

case: nominative, accusative, genitive, lative-dative, locative-instrumental, ablative-
elative and prolative

number: singular, dual and plural

Possession: possessive suffixes mark the person and number of the possessor as
well as the person and number of the possessed entity.

Two examples for the use of several cases and possessive suffixes:

siti  badiirbiia remé-na sadsa-monu  kontu-diiad»3 moana nandiai? tona desi-ra.
s/he deadman.acc mother-GEN.1SGPOSS ~ way-PROL Carry-PPF.35G I
‘He had camried a dead body across my mother's way.!
[KNT_g60825_Dingimjaku_nar.0o7]

probably you/your father-2sGposs
‘l am probably your father’

(examples are taken from the NLC Corpus)COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic languages 69



Nominal morphology — adjectives

Only the three grammatical cases (Nominative, Accusative, Genitive) appear on
adjectives.

The head and the modifier only agree partially: if the head is in an oblique case, the
adjective is in Genitive.



Verbal morphology

3 conjugation types: subjective, objective and reflexive (agree with the subject in
person and number and can agree with the object in number)

Tense: aorist, past, pluperfect, general future, immediate future and future in the
past

Mood: indicative, imperative, admonitive, optative, interrogative (incl.
interrogative-iterative), inferential (or inferative), reportative (incl. interrogative-
reportative), irrealis, dubitative, necessitative, speculative and abessive

Two examples illustrating the use of different moods and tenses:

rierabtiiPkii-giia mani hoda-ta-suz siti to ou tahariaa toni?ia  nili-tia-y i-huadu-, idi
at.the.beginning-ExpH earlier Write-IPFV-PST.35G s/he well EXCL now ) live-PTCP.PRS-25G ~ be-INFER-2sG  uncle
‘At the beginning she studied. [ChNS_080302 Wife nar.o65] ‘Well, it seems, you are alive, uncle. [MVL_o80226_TwoHorses_flks.430]

(examples are taken from the NLC COI’pUS) COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Syntax

Nganasan is a non-rigid head-final SOV language.

The actual word order of the sentence primarily depends on the information
structure of the clause: The basic word order of the sentence can be changed if a
constituent moves into topic position.

Structure of NPs: (det)-(num/quant)-(adj)-noun.

Note: Nganasan obtains a habeo verb: honsi ‘to have’

bansa-gaj ni-j hon-ti-qaj
all-DU woman-PL.ACC have-AOR-3DU

‘Both of them have a wife.’



Timinia min Nintimi? hiins'arsi? mants nili?, taanii? dangu?.

timinia iy, ni-nti-mi? hiins'arai-? manta  1ili-2,
now we NEG,,,-AOR-1PL  old-PL.GEN  likep, live-CNG
taa-nii? dangu-?

domesticated.reindeer-PL.1PL  NEG.EXp o -3PLy,

‘Now, we do not live as before lived, we do not have reindeers.’

N

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Lifestyle

Traditional: semi-nomadic
Hunting: reindeer, arctic fox, etc.
Fishing

Today: in villages or cities

b i © Sandor Szeverényi
© Sandor Szeverenyi




Forms of transport

7
A
A '.

/ffﬁo

Neo
'© Momde 1992

Sledge for images of gods

Sledge for food

Sledge for tent cover

Sledges for cooking and eating utensils and

tent poles

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages

75



Clothing

Women: without hood
Men: with a hood
Boots: special in Siberia

Colors: red, black, brown white

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
languages
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Nganasan underwear

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies -
languages

The Samoyedic
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Clothes of Shamans and shaman drum

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Folklore

very rich: it includes heroic epics, shaman rituals and lyric songs as well as tales
and stories

® siteby: epic songs, in which spoken and sung parts follow one another

®* dyurymy: epistemic tales and stories about a wide range of topics of differing
length

® baly:asong
® kejneirsya: allegorical song

Instruments: idiophones — shaman drums, bells and rattles; aerophones (magic
funktions); chordophones — ,heavenly bow” and zither with two strings.



Media
coverage

January 10th, 2013, page 3

enpocCTOC ACAO - «BUTb FHE3AQ”...

B Yctb-ABame 3apabotan «AM3apaHKy» U «KycTyk»

B camom kKoHUe npolnoro
roga B YcTb-ABaMCKOWR
cpeaHen wkone Ne 13 oT-
Kpblnock «A3bikoBOE rHe3-
Oo» B OOWKONbHBLIX rpyn-
nax getckoro caga.

YeoTe-ABaM - HauMoHank-
HbIiA Nocenok, B KOTOpOM Npo-
KUBAKT JBa KOpeHHbIX Ha-
pofa TaWMblpa: HraHacaHbl
W gonraHel. M nostomy 4ns
35 cenbeiix Manbilled oTKpbI-
nuck ABe AollkonbHble rpyn-
Mbl: HraHacaHckas «[usapaH-
Ky# («fly4nKe) M QoNraHckas
«KycTyk» («Pagyras).

Mpu peanWsali NogroTo-
BUTENLHOrO aTana npoekTa
«fsbikoBoe rHesfos Gonbllyio
NomMollls OKA3aMnK chelManicTil
TMEY «lHdopMaloHHBIA Me-
TOAMYECKWIA LeHTp» Ynpasne-
HWA oBpa3oBaHWA a4MUHWCTPa-
Uu Tadmoipa. Ocobyo Bnaro-
LEpHOCTE YJWTEnA, BocnWTa-
Tenu W pofuTend AeTeid afpe-
cytoT Ceetnade MoBHMUKOA K
AHacTacuu MNopoToBoi, KoTo-
phieé COBMECTHO ¢ Nejararami
WKanbl cozfand pabodylo U Le-
nNesbie rpynMbl No peanusalu
npoekTa, BLIBGpany aTHOTLIO-
ToOpOB W3 XUTened nocen

Ka, HKa. ¢
COPIUS - Iritrotﬂjction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic

NeTom coTpyaHUKaMKA KO-
nNbl W geTckoro cafa Guin npo-
M3BefeH KoCMeTWJeckuid pe-
MOHT B nomelsHiusAx pynn. Ha
cTeHax GLINW HapUcoBaHb
HaUWOHANLHEIE OPHAMEHTE,
KapTUHBL, W3oGpaxalol e
#U3HE W GLIT HraHacaH W gon-
raH, WaroToBneHLl MakeThl Jy-
MoB W GankoB, HalMoHanbHas
ofexaa ANA Kykan, Nofenkd us
Mexa.

Euwe no oTkpeim™iA «Hakiko-
BOr0 rHesfa» BoCOMTaTenwW
nocTeneHHo «norpyxands fe-
Tel AollkonbHOMo BOSpacTa B
NpPocTpaHCTEO POAHOro ASLIKA.
fet pasyd4vBanu crosa, cTW-
¥, NECHA HA POAHLD AZLIKAX.
B MsroToBMeHHBLX Yymax oHW
© YAOBONLCTBMEM Wrpand B
ONeHeBOJYECKY0 CeMbio, Yro-
WanK rocTed, ybarokMeana ky-
KON B MnbKax.

Mo cnyyalw OTKPLITHA
«fabikoBoro rHesfja» B noce-
nok B odepefHol pas npubsi-
Na pykoBoAWTENL NpoekTa,
3aMm. Aupertopa TMKY WML
CeeTnara M(oBHWUKaA, koTo-
pan cpasy e 3aHANack Nog-
roToBkoi NpegcToslero npasg-

languages

ckoBlY. Tem ca-
MbIM Bbin NogBe-
AeH WTor Gone-
Lo NPpogenaHHoR
patoThl BOCNWMTa-
Tened U aeTeid.
3arem ManeHduK-
HraHacaHWiH Ac-
tanauap Typaa-
MiH WM AeBodka-
AonraHka Harawa
CaxaTuHa nosgo-
poOBANMCE Ha pod-
HOM A3bLIKE © ro-
CTAMM, a@ BOCM-
Tatery E.B. YyHaH-
Yyap v B.A. Eno-
rpe NpenogHec-
M4 rocTaM cTpo-
raHKHY, nioGumos
NakoMcTBeO cebe-
PAH, W KCredYeH-
HblA Kapasaid.
Moctei npu-
rnacunu noce-

rpynny «Kyctyis, =
a 3aTeM HraHacaHcokykw -
«Wzapadky», rae Manbi
NpoAekNapupoBanii cTHXM,
Nokasanu Mrpbl, CYeT, pac-
Ka3and NoTellku Ha pofHbIX

ropfocThbio 38 pogHoi Asoik. Boe
MOHAMW, YTO ¥ YCTh-aBaMCKHUX
Mansiweid BOIPOC WUHTEpeC K
pPOAHLIM ASLIKAM, OHW afanTi-
poBanuck W Hadand NoHWMaTL
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Sources and further readings

Helimski, Eugen 1998. Nganasan. In Abondolo, Daniel (ed.): The Uralic Languages, 480-515.
London: Routledge.

Katzschmann, Michael 2008. Chrestomathia Nganasanica. Texte—Ubersetzung—Glossar—
Grammatik, Norderstedt, Books on Demand.

Momde, A 1992: Nganasanskij jazyk: russko-nganasanskij razgovornik. Norilsk: Uceb. izd.

Prokof’jev, G.N. 1937: Nganasanskij (tavgijskij) dialekt. [The Nganasan (Tavgi) dialect]. In:
Jazyki i pismennost’ narodov Severa. Chast 1. 53—77. Moscow—Leningrad: Uchpedgiz.

Tereshchenko, N.M. 1979. Nganasanskyj jazyk. [The Nganasan language]. Leningrad: Nauka.
Wagner-Nagy, Beata 2019. A Grammar of Nganasan. Leiden — Boston: Brill.



Corpora

Brykina, Maria, Valentin Gusev, Sandor Szeverényi & Beata Wagner-Nagy 2018.
Nganasan Spoken Language Corpus (NSLC) (NSLC). Archived in Hamburger
Zentrum fur Sprachkorpora. Version 0.2. Available online at
http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-C6F2-8.
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* Selkup in the North, soskum or sjussogum at the river Ob (South dialect)

e Dialects:

Nomenclature

Norddialekt Zentraldialekt Suddialekt
Tas (Mittlerer und | Vach (1) Mittlerer-Ob
Oberer)
Jeloguj Tym () Oberer-Ob (1)
Turuchan Vasjugan (7) Ket (7)
Larjak (Oberer-Tolka) Narym () Chaja

Bajicha

Chulym ()

Karasino

Speaker statistics

e 1989: a total of 3,621; 47.6% speak Selkupian as their mother tongue

e 2002: 4,249 in total; about 38% speak Selkup

e 2010: 3527 in total; 1023 speak Setkup




Dialectal differences (lexical)

naabi

S — iba
LT imacota paio,ime

nose intel’ puc, pucce

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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keqdj, naabi
nuno
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Research history and literacy

The first Selkup language monument was probably recorded by Nicolaas Witsen
in the 17th century: the Lord's Prayer

The first Selkup books were missionary literature
The first ABC book was published by Grigorovskij in 1879

Note: all of them are translations! No original Selkup literature was written or
transcribed from folklore.

No independent Selkup literature

Folklore has been handed down orally - several large collections by researchers



Contact languages

Selkup was used as lingua franca up until the 19th century on the rivers Ob and
Yenissei for Selkup, Evenki, Khanty and Ket

Contact languages:
Khanty, Ket: the languages on the Yenissei river
Evenki, Chulym

Russian since the 18th century



noneme inventory (of Northern Selkup)

Plosive |Affricate |Sibilant Nasal |Lateral |Tremul. |Glide
labial p m w
dental t 5 n [ r
palatal ¢ 5 i iy j
velar k n
postvelar |g
Front Central Back
illabial | labial | illabial labial
tense |lax tense | lax
close Lil |Lu | |i# u, uu
mid e ee |& 0,00 |2,22 o, 00 |22
&€
open a,aa a,aa

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Morphology of the verb

Structure of the word: stem + derivational suffix + tempus/mood suffix + personal
ending

Tense: present, past, pluperfect, future

Aspect: Imperfective — perfective

Voice: transitive — intransitive

Modes of conjugation: subjective - objective (no reflexive conjugation!)

Mood: Indicative, latentive (narrative), conditional, conjunctive, optative, debitive,
auditive, imperative

Infinitve verb forms: infinitve, participles (present, past, debitiv, caritiv), converbs,
supine



An example for the use of some derivational verbal suffixes (frequentative, inchoative) and the
past reportative:

el’mad-e-l'ika cu-re-le-mba. amba-d enne wased’i-mba.
child-Ep-DIm Cry-FRQ-INCH-PST.REP.3SG mother-p0ss.35G  up rise-PST.REP.3SG

‘The baby started crying. Its mother got up at once.’

(ChDN_1983 MistressOfFire_flk.016-017, Central Selkup: Vasyugan); the example is taken
from the SLC corpus



Morphology of the noun

Structure of the words: stem + derivational suffix + number suffix +
case suffix + possessive suffix

Number: singular, dual, plural and a collective form

Cases: the case system depends on the dialect!

- Nominative, genitive, accusative, dative/allative, lative, locative (animate and
inanimate in Central and Southern Selkup), Ablative (animate and inanimate),
prolative, instrumental, coordinative, translative

Possession: only number and person of the possessor are encoded, not
of the possessum



An example for the use of the illative (Northern Selkup)
WETqE ndl’a-ti nom-fi unnd gen-na.
large daughter-3sa heaven-m.  upwards go-prs. 350

‘The older daughter goes to heaven.’

An direct object flagged with accusative (Northern Selkup)
soma ndtal’a-p go-mpa-ti.
good girl-acc find-esT.NaR-356.0

's/he has found the good girl.’

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic 93
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Syntax

dominant: SOV; AdjN; GenN; DetN; NumN
Subject and predicate are usually congurent.

Adjective and nouns are only partly congruent.

Negation: There are three particles used for negating a sentence (assa, ki, Cdénka
(¢dd)), a negative existential verb and an inherent negative verb. (see Wagner-
Nagy 2015 for Negation in Selkup)



Example clauses

An affirmative and a negative sentence:

man ila-k man assa tla-k
I live-15c I NEG live-1Sc
T live.’ ‘I don’t live.’

A ditranstive clause:
mdkkd qopi-m mi-Tji-t
lsg.LaT hide-acc give-rrs-3s0.0

‘He gave me a hide’ (Kuznecova 1980: 386)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Speech sample

A_phrase-gls-ru

P g 201

A phrase-note—%ll
A_phrase-ixt-sel

120]

A_phrase-lit-sel-Cyrl-x-
p y 129]

OgHa aesylika nynio genaer.

Mynio caenana, pyxbe 3apsavna (=Hakopmuna).

| okkor nadek olim me:Spat. | | olim me:mbat, tiil'dem abedembat.

IN M 1‘] F‘] ‘N ’ M’ [)F 1}1 M [’“ [l*S S "‘i< - - N T Pexum A U pexum '(]:')
— ==
n n L L i i L L L i s = F L s n N N N L N n
KFN_Madchen... ﬂ J 00:00: 49 000 00:00: 50 000 00:00: 51 000 00:00: 52 000 00:00: 53 000 00:00: 54 000 00:00: 55 000 00:00: 56 000 00:00: 57 000 00:00: 58 000 00:00: 5C
) 00:00:49.000 00:00:50.000 00:00:51.000 00:00:52.000 00:00:53.000 00:00:54.000 00:00:55.000 00:00:56.000 00:00:57.000 00:00:58.000 00:00:5¢

Measeapb K OKOLWKyY BCTan, B A0M NOCMOTPETb.

| | korg okodkand nil'e3emba, ma:t mandmbugu.

OKKOp HaA3K ONbIM MELNAT. Onom menbBar, Tynbaam abagambar.

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Lifestyle

Traditional: semi-nomadic, but settled early
Hunting: reindeer, arctic fox, etc.
Fishing (very important)

Reindeer breeding

Today: settled in villages or cities
Agriculture

n
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Religious beliefs

Shamanism, belief in the soul (the man has three souls)
Animism
Personal protective idols (protecting against evil spirits, must be fed)

Christianization in the north is superficial, in the south it is almost completely
integrated (interplay of religions)



Selkup music

Several phonograms were preserved on wax cylinders by Anucin 1908, Suslov
1914, Karger 1928 (St. Petersburg); recordings from 1970s

Shamanic, mythoepic and lyric traditions (NB: personal songs of shamans)

Just like in Nenets, instrumental music was lost.



Tradiotional dwelling: Earth hut (only the
Selkups did have such huts)

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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Sources and further readings

Bekker, E.G. and Alitkina, L.A. and Bykonja, V.V. and II'jasenko, I.A. (1995)
Mopdonormsa cenbKynckoro fA3blka, OXHblie AManeKTbl, Yactb 1-2. Tomsk:
Tomskij gosud. pedinstitut.

Bykonja, V.V. and Kuznecova, N.G. and Maksimova, N.P. (2005) Cenbkyncko-
PYCCKMM AnaneKkTHbin cnoBapb, Tomsk: Izd. Tomskogo gos. universiteta.

Erdély, I. (1969) Selkupisches Worterverzeichnis (Tas Dialekt), Budapest:
Akadémiai Kiado.

Grigorovskij, N. P. (1879) Asbyka ctoccoroun rynaHu. Kazan’. (Faksimile edition by
P. Hajdu, 1973).

Helimski, Eugen (1998) ‘Selkup’ in D. Abondolo (ed.) The Uralic Languages,
London & New York: Routledge, 548-579.



Kuz’mina, A.l (1974) 'pammaTrKa cenbKynckoro a3bika. Yactb I: CenbKkynbl U nX
A3bIK. YyebHoe nocobume. Novosibirsk.

Kuznecova, A.l., E.A. Helimski [Xelimskij], and Gruskina, E.V. (1980) OuyepKku no
ceNibKyncKomy A3biKy: Ta3zoBCcKUM ananekt, vol. 1, Moscow: Moscow
University Press

Prokof’ev, G.N. (1935) CenbKyncKkana (ocTAKo-camoeackas) rpaMmaTumKa.
Leningrad: Izd. Inst. Narodov Severa CIK SSSR.

Tuckova, N.A. (2006) Bibliographia Selkupica. Bubanorpadunyeckunin ykasatenb no
NCTOPUN, KyNbType U A3blKy cenbkynos, Tomsk: Izd. Tomskogo gos.
universiteta.

Wagner-Nagy, B. (2015) ‘Negation in Selkup’ in In M. Miestamo and A. Tamm and
B. Wagner-Nagy (eds) Negation in Uralic languages (Typological Studies in
Language 108). Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 133—-158.



Corpora

Budzisch, J. and Harder, A. and Wagner-Nagy, B. (2019) Selkup Language Corpus
(SLC). Archived in Hamburger Zentrum fir Sprachkorpora.
https://corpora.uni-hamburg.de/hzsk/de/islandora/object/spoken-corpus:sic-
1.0.0

Brykina, Maria; Orlova, Svetlana; Wagner-Nagy, Beata. 2020. INEL Selkup Corpus.
Version 1.0. Publication date 2020-06-30. Archived in Hamburger Zentrum fir
Sprachkorpora. http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-E1D5-A. In: Wagner-
Nagy, Beata; Arkhipov, Alexandre; Ferger, Anne; Jettka, Daniel; Lehmberg,
Timm (eds.). The INEL corpora of indigenous Northern Eurasian languages.

Available online: https://inel.corpora.uni-hamburg.de/SelkupCorpus/search
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Kamassian
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General information

Kamassian is no longer used: the last speaker, Klavdija
Plotnikova, died in 1989.

Nevertheless, the language is rather well documented,
namely by the following researchers:

Grammars and word lists by M. A. Castrén

Materials collected by Kai Donner (mostly edited
and published by Aulis Joki)

Ago Kiunnap
A. K. Matveev
Gerson Klumpp

COPIUS - Introduction to Uralic Studies - The Samoyedic
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A.K. Matveev and Klavdija
Plotnikova in 1963(?) in
Abalakova

(Matveeva 2015: 272)
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It is a beautiful day today. The sun is shining. There is
not a cloud in the sxy. It is a very besutiful day. People
are working, planting potatoes. The horses are ploughing.
I must go and mov the hay. I must take with me the scythe,

wvater, milk, bread, salt, eggs and the vhetstone to sharpen

the s¢ . .
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A script from E-Learning course ,Kamas” by
Gerson Klumpp

https://www.infuse.finnougristik.uni-muenchen.de/e-learning/kamas/o1 kamas.pdf

(research history, lexicon, phonology, morphology, syntax)
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Sources and further readings

Donner, Kai 1926. Bei den Samojeden in Sibirien. Stuttgart: Strecker & Schréder.)

Donner, Kai 1932. Samojedische Worterverzeichnisse, gesammelt und neu
herausgegeben. MSFOu 64. Helsinki: SUS.

Donner, Kai 1944. Kamassisches Worterbuch. S. Joki, Aulis J. (ed.).

Kinnap, Ago 1999. Kamass. Languages of the World/Materials 185. Lincom
Europa. Miinchen & Newcastle.



Corpus

Gusev, Valentin; Klooster, Tiina; Wagner-Nagy, Beata. 2019. "INEL Kamas
Corpus." Version 1.0. Publication date 2019-12-15.
http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-DA6E-9. Archived in Hamburger
Zentrum fiir Sprachkorpora. In: Wagner-Nagy, Beata; Arkhipov, Alexandre;
Ferger, Anne; Jettka, Daniel; Lehmberg, Timm (eds.). The INEL corpora of
indigenous Northern Eurasian languages.

Online search: https://inel.corpora.uni-hamburg.de/KamasCorpus/search
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Mator
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General information

The last speaker died around 1840.
Mator was spoken in southern Siberia, east of the Yenisei.
The Mator led a nomadic lifestyle.

Grammar compiled by Eugene Helimski 1997: Die matorische Sprache:
Worterverzeichnis — Grundzige der Grammatik — Sprachgeschichte (= Studia
uralo-altaica 41). Szeged: University of Szeged.
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Morphology of the noun

Number: singular, dual, plural

Case: nominative, genitive, accusative, lative, locative (maybe ablative and
prolative)

Possession existis

Adjectives:

- No agreement with the noun
- No morphological marked comparison



Morphology of the verb

Person: in the available data, there is only evidence for first and third person
singular

Tense: presents, future/optative(?), past

Mood: indicative, imperative, interrogative



Genereal Sources

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel news/article-4584172/The-Siberian-Nenets-tribe-
survive-50C-climate.html

By Kaidor - Own workData sources:OpenStreetMap data (via gis-lab.info [1], [2]) vectorized
with NextGIS (fork of QGIS) and edited with Inkscape., CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=39708158

Janhunen, Juha 1998. Samoyedic. In: Abondolo, Daniel (ed.): The Uralic languages. London:
Routlege, p. 459.

Okno v mifologiceskoe vremja. Sibirskij Samanizm XIX-XXI vv. Moskau: Trilistnik, 2003.

Tradicii, soxranennye vekami: Unikal’nye kollekcii fondov etnograficeskogo muzeja ,, Torum
Maa“. Katalog. Chanti-Mansijsk 2005.

Gemujeyv, I.N., Molodin, V.l., Sokolova Z.P (Hg.) 2005: Narody Zapadnoj Sibiri. Moskva: Nauka.
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